








September 23, 2010

Minister Bill Blaikie

Manitoba Conservation

Moose Management Action Plan for GHA 26

1. Manitoba Conservation must commit to strict enforcement of the moose hunting closure for all licensed, unlicensed, and rights based hunters. Efforts to seek agreement to honour the closure must continue with rights based hunter leaders. This will be the number one key factor in rebuilding the moose population quickly in GHA 26. The closure could last two to three times longer than necessary without this agreement or worse yet, be totally ineffective in increasing the herd population.

2. Manitoba Conservation must find resources to increase investigation and prosecution of licensed, unlicensed, and rights based big game traffickers. These sellers and buyers of big game are not only breaking numerous hunting regulations but also profit financially from their criminal activities. This problem could well be one of the leading contributing factors to the decline of the moose population in GHA 26. We therefore ask that the fines for this offence be raised to $5,000.00 minimum and up to $25,000.00 maximum. The organizations undersigned here pledge their help and support by encouraging our members to report immediately any information on big game meat trafficking to the TIPS line.

3. We want reassurances that the present bear and deer seasons will remain in effect. The rationale here is that bear are known to take moose calves. Although this is a minor contributing factor, every death counts. Deer of course, carry the brain worm disease which is a known contributing factoring the moose decline. Slightly reducing deer numbers, especially in the Southern portion of GHA 26, can only help reduce brain worm mortality in moose.

4. We are asking that access in GHA 26 be severely limited by whatever means possible on all roads and trails not deemed essential for the outfitters, trappers, and Tembec reforestation projects. Making access difficult/impossible will hamper and discourage all hunters in the back areas of GHA 26.

5. Manitoba Conservation should consider using local registered trappers to reduce the wolf population during the closure. Discussions with trappers have led us to conclude that they are not concentrating on wolves because too much effort is required for the gain involved. Wolf predation has contributed greatly to the decline in the moose population. Outfitters in GHA 26should be allowed to purchase wolf tags for their clients hunting bear and deer. A second wolf tag should also be issued to all deer hunters in the zone. Although deer hunters are not believed to take many wolves, the moose closure will get their attention and increase participation in the wolf hunt. Every little bit helps.

6. Manitoba Conservation must agree to an extra budgetary commitment over and above the usual survey budget for a full scale moose survey by 2012at the latest. This is a must to see how much progress has been made. A full scale wolf survey should be conducted in 2010-11 to confirm wolf numbers and the predating effect that they are having on the moose. There is a sizeable discrepancy between Wildlife Branch and hunter estimates. Better information is vital to any plan for reducing wolves.

7. Manitoba Conservation must work towards the complete ban of night hunting by all hunters. This practise is obviously unsafe. It is imperative that a hunter be 100% sure of his target and a great distance beyond. There are no reasons to be hunting with or without lights at night. No hunting of any kind should be allowed beyond the half hour before sunrise and half hour after sunset rule.

8. We the undersigned, pledge to continue to support the Moose Management Committee with the following provisos:

1. That the committee be re-organized to include representation from the              Manitoba Wildlife Federation and the Manitoba Métis Federation 

2. That each member organization has equal voice and all decisions are made by consensus.

   

 3. That the chair of the committee be selected by the members.

Lac du Bonnet Wildlife Association

Manitoba Wildlife Federation

Manitoba Métis Federation

